


Theler       

      Wetland     

            Trails For more information or to inquire 

about volunteer opportunities contact 

us at: 

  thelertrails@gmail.com 
 

22871 NE ST RT 3 

 B  Belfair WA 98528 

(360) 275-4898  

The Theler Community Center 

and Wetland Trails grew out of a 

gift to the children and people of 

Belfair from long-time resident, 

Sam Theler.  His will included a 

bequest to provide local children 

and citizens with a “gymnasium 

and/or [recreation] center…[to] 

be used as much as feasible for 

public gatherings and meetings.”  

      Sam’s original gift now 

includes, not just the community 

center, but also a wetlands 

education center, a wildlife 

preserve and a recreation park 

which sees over 200,000 visitors 

each year. 

   Theler’s wetland trails are 

operated and maintained by the 

dedicated volunteers and staff of 

the Mary E. Theler Community 

Center; a nonprofit corpora�on. 

Our trails are 

wheelchair and 

stroller   

accessible. 

Trails are 

open every day 

from dawn to 

dusk. 

The Theler Wetlands are located at 

the head of Washington’s scenic Hood      

Canal.  They are home to over two miles 

of interpretive walking trails within 139 

acres of protected salt marsh and estuary  

wetlands at the mouth of the Union River 

in Belfair.       Our trails give you access to  

plants, birds and animals in their natural 

habitats: forests, wetlands, saltwater & 

freshwater marshes, swamps, bogs and  

river estuaries. 

Our Na�ve Plant Demonstra�on Gardens   

spread over two full acres. They have more 

than 120  iden�fied na�ve trees, shrubs, 

ground covers, and ornamental grasses, and 

also feature bird feeder displays  as well as 

bu%erfly and  hummingbird  areas.   

One of Washington's least known and 

most complete grey whale skeletons 

hangs in the breezeway between our wet-

lands exhibit center and the NMHS on-site 

classroom.  This 2-year-old gray whale 

beached itself in Belfair in 1999; volun-

teers buried the whale near the shore in 

Lynch Cove to allow it to decompose. 

Several years later, the bones were gently 

dug up and cleaned. The display was 

completed June 25, 2004.  

Our trails go through a Washington Fish and 

Wildlife  sanctuary:  no dogs or domes�c 

animals are  permi�ed on the trails 

Donations are always welcome. 

Theler receives no tax revenues to 

support free public access to the 

trails system. 

Sam & Mary Theler 


